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Day 1- Tuesday 17 March 

 
1.- Introduction and welcome 

José Miguel Casas (Project Coordinator) opened the meeting and welcomed 
the 9 scientists from the three institutions involved in the project. 

The last meeting took place in March 2014. The overarching aim of this year’s 
meeting was to know the general results of the last research survey carried out in 
summer 2014 and to agree on the objectives and logistical issues (scientific 
equipment, staff etc.) for the next research survey carried out in summer 2015.  

Also in this meeting were tackled other matters related to the project: to 
improve the coordination, identify problems and look for solutions to get better 
the contribution in the NAFO Scientific Council meetings carried out each year in 
June and September.    

 

2.- Research Survey  Flemish Cap 2014 

Development and Results 

In the research survey carried out in summer 2014 on Flemish Cap there was an 
increase in the biomass of the most important species. Only Sebastes mentella and 
specially Sebastes fasciatus and Macrourus berglax decreased the biomass 
compared to 2013. 

In 2014 the cod biomass reached its maximum value in the historical series of 
Flemish Cap surveys. Also the catches of Greenland halibut and other species were 
considerable and apparently were not affected by the activities of the seismic 
vessels present in the area.  

Although the cod biomass showed a historical maximum, the abundance was 
lower than other years. Due to the weak recruitments in the last two years, the 
increase of cod biomass in 2014 was mainly caused by the individual growth of the 
adult individuals.  
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The general view is that the cod predation is closely related to the decrease in 
biomass of many species analyzed. In the particular case of genus Sebastes the 
strong year classes of cod should affect first to S. marinus distributed in shallower 
depths. After, as the cod stock increased and moved into deeper depths the others 
species S. mentella and S. fasciatus suffered the effect of predation reducing their 
biomass and abundance.  

About the different species of redfish was noted the length range reduction in 
the last years. This reduction in the length range is causing difficulties for the 
appropriate sampling (otoliths and gonads) of the larger and smaller individuals.   

The decline of roughhead grenadier biomass continued and in 2014 the 
estimated biomass of roundnose grenadier was higher. 

As regards the decline of shrimp biomass, the situation and biomass are similar 
to previous years. The stock remains in moratorium from 2011.  In NIPAG meeting 
carried out in autumn 2014 was agreed to make biennially the assessment of 3M 
Shrimp stock.    

 

Coffee break 

 

3.- New Research Survey  Flemish Cap 2015 

The R/V Vizconde de Eza will carry out the research survey on Flemish Cap in 
summer 2015 following the same procedures as in previous years (Vazquez et al. 
2013). 

About the sampling on Greenland halibut, it was agreed not sample the gonad 
because all specimens caught during the surveys in recent years were juveniles. 
The gonad sampling will be carried out each three years to test if there were some 
changes in the composition of the stock. 

 

Schedule 

The Spanish research vessel Vizconde de Eza will sail on June 22 from St. John’s 
to Flemish Cap coming back on July 26.   

Survey Equipment  

There are no changes in relation to past years. 

Scientific staff 

Sampling the catch (2 teams of 5 persons each)  10 
Taxonomy          1 
Identification of redfish species       1 
CTD and data processing         1 
Survey leader         1 
TOTAL        14 scientists 
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 Biennial Invertebrate Studies  

Every two years, one or two people will carry out invertebrate studies. Although the 
taxonomy classification of the invertebrates is carried out by regular teams, the 
invertebrate specialist will focus the effort in the identification and confirmation of the 
new species recorded.  

It is very probable that differences between the specific training of the different 
scientific in charge of invertebrate provoke some differences in the taxonomy level 
reached during the classification in the survey series. In this sense, it was agreed that the 
name of the specialist was included in the report of the survey.   

 

13:30 15:30 Lunch Break  

 

4.- Review of Survey data required for the assessment of the following stocks: 

Cod Div.3M (NAFO Designated Expert: Diana González Troncoso).  

In the recent years differences in the cod age reading between readers have 
been found, it is important to reach an agreement between them and to validate 
the criteria used. In this sense an image interchange of cod otoliths between 
readers will be carry out.    

During the meeting was set the schedule of the otolith interchange and the 
protocol (number of otoliths, chronogram etc.) was agreed.   

 

Redfish Div.3M (NAFO Designated Expert: António Ávila de Melo) 

Antonio Avila pointed out the differences between the recent maturity ojives 
and those estimated in the late nineties. The differences are caused by different 
criteria between readers and it was agreed to make a workshop to reach a 
consensus for the criteria adopted. 

 

American plaice Div.3M (NAFO Designated Expert: Ricardo Alpoim) 

In 2014 a benchmark assessment was carried out and in 2015 is not expected 
to make an assessment.  

The new procedures in reading otoliths adopted for American plaice will not 
affect the assessment, because the new protocol only affect the older ages 
included in the plus group. 

 

Shrimp Div.3M (NAFO Designated Expert: José Miguel Casas Sánchez) 

As in previous years, shrimp fishery is in moratorium. In 2015 there will be no 
assessment and in the NIPAG working group only will be showed the results of the 
Flemish Cap survey carried out in 2015.  
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Roughhead Grenadiers SA 2+3 (NAFO Designated Expert: Fernando González 
Costas) 

This year no assessment will be made in NAFO Scientific Council meeting. 

 

Greenland halibut SA 2 + Div.3KLMNO 

Since 2011 no analytical assessment is made and the assessment is build from 
trends of the three research surveys (Canadians and Spanish), implemented with 
the Harvest control Rules.  

 
Alfonsino  (ANNEX 1) 

It was proposed Mónica Mandado for NAFO Designated Expert for Alfonsino, 
but due to Monica unavailability to attend this year SC June meeting, Fernando 
González will handle this year the assessment with the commitment that next year 
onwards it will be taken by Monica. This commitment depends on the Commission 
invitation or support of Monica to participate in NAFO SC. 

It is emphasized that, in the SC, the EU delegation has reduced and the need to 
maintain and increase the delegation due to year after year, increased workload. 

 

 

Day 2- Wednesday 18 March 
 

 

5.- Data Collection Framework.  

The present DCF finished in 2013 but was extended until 2016.  

Regarding the outstanding payments, it is noted that some of the payments 
carried out by EU have not yet reached the research Spanish Institutes (Instituto de 
Investigaciones Marinas and Instituto Español de Oceanografia).  The payments for 
the 2nd half of the year 2012, 2013 and 2014 are still to be resolved. 

Also the chairman recall the obligation to indicate in all documents related to 
DCF the appropriate notes, logos, flags and anagrams.     

 

6.- New Projects or Contracts (2 and 3) under Framework Contract 
MARE/2012/21- Scientific advice for fisheries beyond EU waters (ANNEX 1) 

These contracts have the objective of providing the Commission with a 
pluriannual management plan for Cod 3M Division (Contract 2) and overview of the 
existing international obligations on the management of discards from RFMOs (in 
our case NAFO).   
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The results of these projects “deliverables” will be presented as Scientific 
Council Research (SCR) documents in the NAFO Scientific Council meetings. The 
authors of the SCRs will be able to be any members of the project Flemish Cap 
although they are not belong to the consortium always they take part in the data 
processing of the information collected in the Flemish Cap survey. 

 

7.- SCRs to present in the next NAFO Scientific Council meeting . 

• Working Paper on Redfish assessment (Antonio Ávila de Melo, IPMA).  

• Cod Div. 3M assessment and Reference Points (Diana Gonzalez and 
Fernando González, IEO).  

• Results of Flemish cap Survey in 2014 (J.M Casas and D. González, IEO)  

• Northern shrimp in Flemish Cap survey 2014 and shrimp Div. 3M 
assessment (José Miguel Casas, IEO) during NIPAG meeting in 
September. 

• Update of roughhead grenadier maturation ogives (Dolores Garabana, 
IEO) 

• Working Paper about trophic relationships between cod feeding and the 
processing remains of the fishery. (Concepción González, IEO) 

• Working Paper about assemblages in the structure and distribution of 
different species in NAFO area. (Adriana Nogueira, IEO).  

 

8.- NAFO Scientific Council June Meeting  

In 2015 a person will be financed by SAFEWATER project (under Framework 
Contract MARE/2012/21. The rest of people will be financed by the UE. Also Javier 
Murillo was proposed to attend the ecosystem request. (ANNEX 1). 

 

9.- Head of the Survey 2015 

In 2015 the research survey in Flemish Cap will be head by Ricardo Alpoim from 
IPMA.  

 

10.- Time and place of next coordination meeting 

The meeting participants agree to meet next time in March 2016 at the 
Institute of Marine Researches (IIM-CSIC) (Vigo-Spain).  

 

At 15:30 finished the annual coordination meeting.  
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11.- Meeting Participants in alphabetical order: 

Antonio Ávila de Melo – IPMA 
Concepción González Iglesias – IEO  
Dolores Garabana Barro – IEO 
Esther Román Marcote − IEO 
José Lorenzo González – IEO 
José Miguel Casas Sánchez – IEO 
Mónica Mandado Alonso – IIM-CSIC 
Ricardo Alpoim – IPMA 
Rosario Domínguez Petit – IIM-CSIC 

IPMA: Instituto Português do Mar e da Atmosfera 
IEO: Instituto Español de Oceanografia 
IIM: Instituto de Investigaciones Marinas (CSIC) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

José Miguel Casas sánchez 
Coordinator of the Flemish Cap Project 

 
 
PD: This meeting has been co-funded by the EU through the European Maritime and Fisheries 
Fund (EMFF) within the National Program of collection, management and use of data in the 
fisheries sector and support for scientific advice regarding the Common Fisheries Policy. 
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ANNEX 1 
Relevant points: 
1. Scientific coordination ‐ role of the scientific coordinators. 
The main role of the coordinator is to make the connection between the DGMARE NAFO Desk 
officer and the EU Scientists that participate or contribute to the NAFO Scientific Council (SC). 
EU scientists have always been free to express independently their point of views and not as a 
unique EU Delegation opinion. The position/opinion of the coordinator, in scientific matters, 
should not overcome the rest of the scientist’s opinion, and if consensus is not achieved inside 
the EU delegation, the different point of views should be reflected in the coordinator report to 
the Commission. The scientists express the importance of the presence of a Commission 
member in the SC June meeting. 

 
2. Discussion and follow‐up on the NAFO Ad Hoc Working Group on Catch 
Reporting (WG‐CR) (April, 20‐21). 
It was done an update on the history of the data used by the SC and the problematic 
difference between the several available data sources. Commission comment that there are 
not strong arguments to use other values than the ones compiled according the NAFO 
Conservation and Enforcement Measures (NCEM). SC in the past used, in the sense to use the 
best available catch values, data from observers onboard independent from the NAFO 
Observers Scheme (Compliance), these data are not available at the moment. It was also stress 
the need to the Daily Catch Report (DCR) data be available to the SC and that estimation of 
2014 catches based on the DCR and Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) at least for cod 3M be 
available to revise during the WG. 

 
3. Discussion and follow‐up on NAFO Joint Fisheries Commission‐Scientific 
Council Working Group on Risk‐Based Management Strategies (WG‐RBMS) 
(April, 22‐24). 
Fernando González presented the developments and the preliminary results on the MSE of the 
NAFO 3M Cod Stock. The final results will be presented to the Commission in the SAFEwaters‐2 
(Provision of advice on the development of a multiannual management plan and the 
evaluation of a management strategy for cod in NAFO Division 3M Specific Contract No 2) 
meeting before the WG‐RBMS meeting. 

 
4. Stock assessments. 
a) 2015 stock assessments, including the possible lack of data (linked to the previous points). 
Apart from the catch values data it is not foresee any other problem with these year 
assessments 

b) Alfonsino assessment. It is proposed Mónica Mandado for NAFO Designated Expert for 
Alfonsino, but due to Mónica unavailability to attend this year SC June meeting, Fernando 
González will handle this year the assessment with the commitment that next year onwards it 
will be taken by Monica. This commitment depends on the Commission invitation or support 
of Monica to participate in NAFO SC. 

It is emphasized that, in the SC, the EU delegation has reduced and the need to maintain and 
increase the delegation due to year after year, increased workload.  
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c) FC requests. 

No requests were relevant at this time, besides the other requests that were discussed in the 
others points of the agenda. 

 

5. VMEs and ecosystem. 
a) Update on the 2014 SC NAFO Working Group on Ecosystem Science Assessment (WG‐ESA) 
meeting, and the answers to the FC requests to be discuss in the SC June meeting. 

Christopher Barrio Frojan presented the draft of the request #4 (The assessment of Significant 
Adverse Impact (SAI) on VMEs arising from bottom fishing activities) to be presented to the SC, 
the analysis presented still need some refinement. Unfortunately the report of the WG‐ESA is 
not yet finished and it is not known the answers to the others requests. 

b) Discussion and follow‐up on the NAFO Joint Fisheries Commission‐Scientific Council Working 
Group on Ecosystem Approach Framework to Fisheries Management (WGEAFFM) (July, 15‐17). 

CEFAS is contributing to several tasks especially in two of them (the assessment of (SAI) on 
VMEs arising from bottom fishing activities and Developing a SAI risk assessment framework. 
CEFAS is seeking the necessary funding to conduct the assessment tasks described above as an 
extension to the NEREIDA programme to the end of 2016, through a further grant application 
subject to DG‐MARE approval. 

 
6. NEREIDA project: presentation of the state of play. 
Christopher Barrio (CEFAS) and Mar Sacau (IEO) described the state of play of NEREIDA project, 
mentioning the goals accomplished to date and those who intend to be carried over 2015 in 
both institutions. IEO Vigo expects to complete the taxonomic analysis and determination of 
biomass and abundance of major groups in the samples of the rock dredge collected on board 
R / V Miguel Oliver during 2009 and 2010. On the other hand, CEFAS has completed the box 
corer analysis of biological samples around the Flemish Cap and the tail of the Grand Banks of 
Newfoundland (NAFO Regulatory Area). 

 
7. Discussion and follow‐up on the NAFO Ad Hoc Working Group on Bycatches, 
Discards and Selectivity (WG‐BDS) (July, 13‐14). 
On this point nothing relevant was discussed, since the answers to the FC request should be 
discussed in the NAFO SC June meeting  

 

8. Provision of information to NAFO SC (State of play, list of data to be provided 
for scientific purpose). 
It was recalled the importance of the Daily Catch Reports and the concerns about who is going 
to present the data collected by the NAFO Observer Program to the SC. It is suggested to 
implement a scheme for the NAFO observer datasets (at least length distributions) to be 
presented in the National Research Reports that are requested by the NAFO Secretariat before 
the SC June Meeting or the length distributions also be sent to NAFO Secretariat who would 
forward these to SC. At the moment the observer final reports are sent to the NAFO 
Secretariat but are confidential because contain haul by haul catch and haul coordinates 
information. 

 



 

9 
 

9. Discussion and follow‐up on SC‐FC dialogue and future meetings. 
It was recognized that this dialogue is important and the ad hoc SC‐FC meetings should 
continue in future. 

 
10. Participation of scientists to 2015 NAFO meetings. 
Diana González Troncoso and Fernando González Costas (Spain) will participate in the NAFO 
Ad Hoc Working Group on Catch Reporting (WG CR) (April, 20‐21) and in the NAFO Joint 
Fisheries Commission‐Scientific Council Working Group on Risk‐Based Management Strategies 
(WG‐RBMS) (April, 22‐24), but more fund is need to pay the per diem of the first meeting 
since only the second meeting its budget in the SAFEwater Contract No 2 I was stressed the 
importance of the Commission to support and invite the scientist to the meetings. 

 
11. Discussion and follow‐up on the NAFO STACTIC Observer Program Review 
Working Group (Apr,15‐16). 
It was commented that the Chair of the SC (or someone on his representation) should attend 
this meeting because part of the data collected by the NAFO Observer Program is for scientific 
purposes. It is also not clear who is going to present these data to the SC. 


