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Day 1- Tuesday 15 March 

 
1.- Introduction and welcome 

José Miguel Casas (Project Coordinator) opened the meeting and welcomed 
the 14 scientists from the three institutions involved in the project. 

The last meeting took place in March 2015. The overarching aim of this year’s 
meeting was to know the general results of the last research survey carried out in 
summer 2015 and to agree on the objectives and logistical issues (scientific 
equipment, staff etc.) for the next research survey carried out in summer 2016.  

Also in this meeting were tackled other matters related to the project: to 
improve the coordination, identify problems and look for solutions to get better 
the contribution in the NAFO Scientific Council meetings carried out each year in 
June and September.    

 

2.- Research Survey  Flemish Cap 2015 

Development and Results 

The Flemish Cap survey in 2015 was carried out without major setbacks. The 
composition of the species in 2015 was similar to that found in the beginning of the 
series: cod at high levels, shrimp residual, redfish fluctuating around 150-300 kt. 
and grenadiers and Greenland halibut (<730m) at low levels. Greenland halibut 
biomass index (<1400m) showed a very significant increase in 2015 and reaching 
out the maximum value of the series. American plaice with low values of biomass 
did not show clear signs of recovery.  

Although the cod biomass continues at high level in 2015 it decreased in 
relation to 2014 and it was at the level of 2012 and 1989 but its abundance is much 
lower than those years, which indicates an increase in older ages and a fail in 
recent recruitments. 
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The redfish biomass (S. norvegicus, S. mentella and S. fasciatus) decreased a 
15% from 2014 and supporting the downward trend of this group of the species. 
About the specific composition it was discussed the strong changes of biomass 
between the three redfish species observed in the last years and the possibility of 
erroneous classification. 

The catches of Greenland halibut increased very much from past years and 
reached out the historical maximum of the series. However the incoming years 
classes in the last years remains weak and so the increase in 2015 it was probably 
due to an occasional increase of the catchability more than a real recovery of the 
stock.  

The decline of roughhead grenadier biomass continued in 2015 while the 
estimated biomass of roundnose grenadier increased. 

The shrimp biomass increased by 70% but remain between lowest of the series. 
The stock remains in moratorium from 2011. In NIPAG meeting carried out in 
autumn 2015 was agreed to make biennially the assessment of 3M Shrimp stock.    

The results of the surveys was presented in the Spanish and Portuguese reports 
as well as NAFO SCR (SCR 15/17) 

Regarding the expected report on the results of the otoliths exchange and 
possible SCR for the approval of the cod-age length key at the NAFO CC meeting in 
2016, it was not possible to finalize the exchange in time, so it was used 
preliminarily the age-length key from IIM readings. 

    

Coffee break 

 

3.- New Research Survey  Flemish Cap 2016 

The R/V Vizconde de Eza will carry out the research survey on Flemish Cap in 
summer 2016 following the same procedures as in previous years (Vazquez et al. 
2013). 

About the sampling on Greenland halibut, it was agreed not sample the gonad 
because all specimens caught during the surveys in recent years were juveniles. 
The gonad sampling will be carried out each three years to test if there were some 
changes in the composition of the stock. 

Schedule 

The Spanish research vessel Vizconde de Eza will sail on June 22 from St. John’s 
to Flemish Cap and coming back on July 26.   

Survey Equipment  

There are no changes in relation to past years. 
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Scientific staff 

Sampling the catch (2 teams of 5 persons each)  10 
Taxonomy          1 
Identification of redfish species       1 
CTD and data processing         1 
Survey leader (José Miguel Casas, IEO)      1 
TOTAL        14 scientists 

 

 Biennial food Studies and Stomach Sampling  

Every two years, two people will carry out food studies and they will sample 
stomach of the main caught species.   

 

13:30- 15:30 Lunch Break  

 

4.- Review of Survey data required for the assessment of the following stocks: 

 

Cod Div.3M (NAFO Designated Expert: Diana González Troncoso).  

In the recent years differences in the cod age reading between readers have 
been found, it is important to reach an agreement between them and to validate 
the criteria used. In this sense an image interchange of cod otoliths between 
readers will be carry out.    

During the meeting was set the schedule of the otoliths interchange and the 
protocol (number of otoliths, chronogram etc). Also it was agreed to finalize the 
interchange at the end of the year.   

 

Redfish Div.3M (NAFO Designated Expert: António Ávila de Melo) 

Currently the revision of the maturity ogives from the historical series for the 
three species is being carried out. In the IIM, a workshop will be held to test 
maturity assignment criteria and evaluate the ogives data. It will be held the 
second week of April. 

 

American plaice Div.3M (NAFO Designated Expert: Ricardo Alpoim) 

In 2016 it is no assessment. A new protocol in the reading of plaice otoliths is 
carrying out, which will be presented in an SCR. 
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Shrimp Div.3M (NAFO Designated Expert: José Miguel Casas Sánchez) 

As in previous years, shrimp fishery is in moratorium. In 2016 there will be no 
assessment and in the NIPAG working group only will be showed the results of the 
Flemish Cap survey carried out in 2016.  

 

Roughhead Grenadiers SA 2+3 (NAFO Designated Expert: Fernando González 
Costas) 

 The 2015 ogive will be presented in the assessment. 

 

Greenland halibut SA 2 + Div.3KLMNO 

Since 2011 no analytical assessment is made and the assessment is build from 
trends of the three research surveys (Canadians and Spanish), implemented with 
the Harvest control Rules. In 2016 the survey indexes will be presented. About 
catches and their acceptance by the group, as in previous years, a previous working 
group (videoconference) is planned. In 2017 it is planned to review the evaluation 
of management strategies (MSE). 

 
Alfonsino  

An expert for this species has not yet been designated. 

 

 

Day 2- Wednesday 16 March 
 

 

5.- Data Collection Framework.  

Although the financing framework is different (FEMP), the old Working 
Regulation is still in force: R 199/2008. Since 2014 funding is 80% and will be made 
in a single annual payment. 

Regarding the outstanding payments,  

Generally, final payments are delayed by two years over the year of execution 
of the work: 

• 2nd payment corresponding to the year 2012: delayed due to non-
compliance, is already in the Public Treasury and has been ordered the 
transfer but is stopped in intervention although it seems that the 
explanation is accepted. 
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• 2nd payment in 2013: the replies to some financial clarifications of 2013 
were sent in November, which provides for some time before EU 
membership. 

• Payment of 2014 and 2015: this would already be entered through 
FEMP funds and after having been approved by Brussels the 
Operational Program should request the payment before the summer of 
2016. In any case it is pending the constitution and decision of the 
monitoring committee and of the implementation of the computer 
application that will manage the entire FEMP. 

 

6.- New Projects or Contracts (2 and 3) under Framework Contract 
MARE/2012/21- Scientific advice for fisheries beyond EU waters  

A new call for SAFEWATERS projects will be launched in October 2016. The IEO 
will not coordinate any proposal, although it could participate. 

 

7.- SCRs to present in the next NAFO Scientific Council meeting . 

In addition to the SCRs presented annually for the assessment of different 
stocks and surveys results, Diana González will present one SCR on witch biomass 
and another paper on closed areas in 3M and their effect in the results of the 
survey series. Dolores Garabana will present an SCR with the grenadier's ogives and 
Rosario  Dominguez another one with the application of the self-diurnal method to 
calculate fecundity in Greenland halibut from different areas of NAFO. 

 

8.- NAFO Scientific Council June Meeting  

Mónica Mandado is scheduled to attend the June meeting if she is invited by 
the Scientific Council. 

 

9.- Head of the Survey 2016 

In 2016 the research survey in Flemish Cap will be head by José Miguel Casas 
from IEO.  

 

10.- Time and place of next coordination meeting 

The meeting participants agree to meet next time in March 2017 at the Spanish 
Institute of Oceanography (IEO—C.O. de VIGO) (Vigo-Spain).  

 

At 15:30 finished the annual coordination meeting.  
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11.- Meeting Participants: 

Antonio Ávila de Melo – IPMA Diana González Troncoso – IEO 
Ricardo Alpoim – IPMA José Lorenzo González – IEO   
Mónica Mandado Alonso – IIM-CSIC Concepción González Iglesias – IEO 
Francisco Saborido-Rey − IIM-CSIC Esther Román Marcote − IEO 
Alex Alonso Fernández – IIM-CSIC José Miguel Casas Sánchez – IEO 
Mariña Fabeiro Quinteiro – IIM-CSIC Dolores Garabana Barro – IEO 
Sonia Rábade Uberos – IIM-CSIC Rosario Dominguez Petit – IEO 

 
IPMA: Instituto Português do Mar e da Atmosfera 
IEO: Instituto Español de Oceanografia 
IIM: Instituto de Investigaciones Marinas (CSIC) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

José Miguel Casas Sánchez 
Coordinator of the Flemish Cap Project 

 
PD: This meeting has been co-funded by the EU through the European Maritime and Fisheries 
Fund (EMFF) within the National Program of collection, management and use of data in the 
fisheries sector and support for scientific advice regarding the Common Fisheries Policy. 
 


