
The long-term monitoring of small-scale fisheries (SSFs) is essential for the assessment and 
sustainable management of marine resources in the Canary Islands, where fisheries are mostly 
artisanal. Here, marine ecosystems are very sensitive to imbalances, with oligotrophic waters and a 
mixing of temperate, tropical and subtropical species. The SSF targeting demersal species is one of 
the most important fisheries in the Canary Islands, with mean annual values (period 2013-2014) of 
1043 tons of landings, 28623 days of fishing effort and 343 boats. This fishing activity is carried out 
by a polyvalent and multi-species fleet using small fishing gears (traps, hooks, nets) and performing 
diurnal fishing trips of less than one day targeting demersal species (parrotfishes, sea breams, 
morays, amberjacks, alfonsinos, shrimps, etc.).  
 
In 2014, the Canary Oceanographic Center of the Instituto Español de Oceanografía proposed the 
inclusion of this métier in the Spanish National Programme, under the EU’s Data Collection 
Framework (DCF*) for the collection and management of fisheries data, in the context of the 
Common Fisheries Policy. Once approved by the Commission, and thanks to the extensive 
cooperation and support of the local fishermen’s associations, a monthly sampling at sea by scientific 
observers started in 2015, in Tenerife Island. 
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Characterisation of the fishery: 
 

• Biodiversity and quantification of 
retained catches and discards 

• Length structure variation (mid-term) 

 
Advice to different end users:  

European Union,  
Spanish and sub-national government (from 2015) 

 

Characterisation of the métier: 
 

• Fleet identification 
• Technical characteristics 
• Main landing and selling points 
• Trends in landings and fishing effort 
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*This project has been funded by the EU through the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) within the National Program of collection, management and use of data in the fisheries 
sector and support for scientific advice regarding the Common Fisheries Policy. 


